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.Alice Gate was a fire station on the south side of the city in the years following the second world war. So you can imagine what it looked like inside, a lot like the one at the foot of street you can see in the pictures above. The window in the back wall of the building was added in the 1980’s and it’s not clear who designed it (a slogan is featured in the small window to the left of the door). Like this: Like Loading...New deal to arm rebels in Syria to
tackle Islamic State Published duration 7 September 2015 image copyright Reuters image caption The Syrian government has air strikes against rebel groups A deal to allow Syria's opposition to use anti-aircraft weapons to target militants was signed on Monday. The National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces said the deal involved 30,000 rebels in Aleppo, Homs, Idlib, Hama and Deir al-Zour governorates. The British-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) said the deal had gone ahead only after mediation by Turkey. The main opposition grouping in the country, the Western-backed Syrian National Coalition, did not take part in the negotiations. The Coalition said the deal would increase the chances of a political settlement between President Bashar al-Assad's government and the opposition. It said the aim was to enable "the armed opposition

to protect Syrians from the brutality of the regime". When the deal was signed, by the UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi and rebel official Abdel Baset Sieda, Turkey's Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu welcomed it, saying it signalled that the "rule of law was returning to Syria". But there was scepticism from those who have watched the stalled peace talks closely, such as the US. The US says that despite the deal it is still considering supplying
weapons to the opposition because they are necessary to fight Islamic State (IS). IS has taken control of large areas of Syria and Iraq. US State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said: "While the United States welcomes the work of the Astana Group and the Russian-Turkish-Kurdish mediation process, we are not participants in, or observers of, the Astana process." 'Great achievement' Human rights activists have dismissed the plan as

"hopelessly inadequate" and the deal comes after a failed attempt to organise an international conference last week
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