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write. Edit : February 07, 2017.Formalism in Music Formalism in Music is a book by Harold S. Powers about musical

organization. Summary The book, first published in 1950 by McGraw-Hill, is devoted to the concept of musical formalism, and
considers a number of theories associated with it. Powers defines formalism as the study of how to make a piece sound well.

Powers makes a distinction between "architectural" formalism and "musical" formalism. Architectural formalism is concerned
with the structural aspects of music, such as harmony, melody, tempo, polyphony, etc. Musical formalism, by contrast, is
concerned with the composition of music. Powers argues that, although compositional formalism is often thought of as

equivalent to musical formalism, there is an important difference. The two are essentially independent of each other, and need
not even be studied at the same time. As Powers writes, "The purely musical part of musical formalism is essentially a study of
the different ways in which composers may make a piece of music sound well". The book concludes with a discussion of the

author's views on musical elements. He argues that, in the 20th century, composition has been dominated by four of these
elements - the melodic line, the harmonic line, the rhythm, and the timbre. Reception The book was positively received by both

its immediate readers and in popular music criticism. Joseph Horowitz describes the book as "a detailed study of musical
formalism as it was developed from Renaissance to twentieth century by composer-pianists such as Schoenberg, Berg, Webern,
Bartók, and Oppenheimer". He argues that, although Powers' book is "ultimately unsatisfactory" because it "dealt with the actual

analysis of musical material in no depth", the book can still be read as "a valuable source of information about the current
climate of the musical world". An essay in the book by F. Edward Wilson appears in the book The Composer's Art, published

by Harper and Brothers in 1956. It is a review of the book entitled 'Harold S. Powers on Musical Form: An Annotated
Bibliography'.
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